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The Ultimate Gift message guide

Movie Synopsis

Based on Jim stovall’s best-selling novel and starring abigail Breslin, James garner 
and drew Fuller, The Ultimate Gift has captivated millions with its stirring story of 
discovering what truly matters. 

Red stevens was a self-made man who gave his family everything – and ruined them 
in the process. Now, as his estate of mega-companies is divided among greedy and 
self-serving relatives, his grandson is singled out for a chance to discover the real 
meaning of wealth. Trust-fund baby Jason stevens loves all of life’s gifts, as long as 
they’re bankable. Now he’s being offered a crash course on life, a journey of self-
discovery that will help him choose—and live out—what’s really important.

About This Message Guide & Movie Clips

This guide provides information and ideas on studying the themes presented in The 
Ultimate Gift whether in a small group or from the pulpit. You can explore topics 
such as work, money and friends using movie Clips, relevant scriptures and easy-
to-use study questions. The movie Clips are included on the movie event dVd and 
are a great way to begin a group meeting.

Using Bible Verses in Small Groups

each section suggests a list of Bible verses relevant to the topic. You may–or may 
not–want to read these verses with your group before you start a section. if you 
read the scriptures first, people may try to answer the questions the way they think 
is “right,” rather than speaking from their heart; because of this, you might choose 
to read them after the group answers the discussion questions. do what you think 
will work best for your group. Of course, you are encouraged to augment these 
suggested verses with any other scripture you deem relevant.
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Clip 1: The Gift of Work
(TRT:  5:05 MIN.)

Jason has difficulty—first at sleeping, then at waking 
up. gus helps Jason along and introduces him to “real” 
work, teaching him some tough lessons along the way. 
When Jason finally gets it, he begins taking pride in a job 
well-done. Finally satisfied with his progress, gus returns 
Jason to the airport and encourages him one last time.

Quick Scripture References
 Genesis 1:1–27
 Ecclesiastes 5:18–19
 Colossians 3:17, 23-24
 Proverbs 6:9-11
 Proverbs 10:4

 Proverbs 12:14 
 Proverbs 14:23
 Proverbs 21:25
 Proverbs 28:19
 Matthew 20:1–15 

Discussion 
Questions

 What sort of work do you do for a living?
 
 do you “live to work,” or do you “work to live”? do

you think your spouse or your family would agree with 
your answer? 
 
 do you like to work? do you see it as a “gift of god”?

 
 What do you enjoy about work? What do you dislike?

Teaching/Preaching 
Points
 

 most of us spend the majority of our waking hours at 
work. Once we decide to work “for the Lord, not for men,” 

that means setting an example that speaks to the others 
around us, clearly demonstrating that there’s something 
different about us. 

 god created our galaxy and our planet, and He’s still 
making new places (stars, planets, constellations, whole 
galaxies, etc.) even now. as beings fashioned in His 
image, we should creatively pursue “making” as an 
aspect of our work. We should always see the beauty 
in what’s around us and in the tasks we have to do, 
allowing it to constantly renew our positive outlook. 

 Compare and contrast solomon’s ideas about work 
from early in ecclesiastes—enjoying toil as a gift, advice 
about avoiding procrastination, working diligently, etc.—
with his ultimate conclusions in chapters 11 and 12—
that nothing is more important than maintaining a right 
relationship with god. 

 discuss the difference between “work” and “works,” as 
the Bible defines each. What we do is important because 
it outwardly demonstrates what we believe and what we 
value. But the things we do are not what “earn” us our 
identity and our place with god. 

 use the Parable of the day Laborers (matthew 20) to 
discuss the notion of fairness, first as it relates to work, 
second for its deeper meaning of god’s sovereignty 
and generosity.

Complete 
Scripture References

 Genesis 1:1-27. 1 in the beginning god created the 
heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless 

The GifT 
of WoRk

When we first see God in the Bible, He’s working, 
creating the universe and everything in it. In this way, 
He modeled “real” work for us, the beings that He 
crafted in His image: Leaning into a task with passion, 
conviction, and joy, and accepting ownership of the 
outcome. One key value in work well done is that 
it connects us to Him, helping us feel that unique 
satisfaction of making something from nothing.
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and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 
deep, and the spirit of god was hovering over the 
waters. 3 and god said, "Let there be light," and 

there was light. 4 god saw that the light was good, and 
He separated the light from the darkness. 5 god called 
the light "day," and the darkness he called "night." and 
there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 
6 and god said, "Let there be an expanse between the 
waters to separate water from water." 7 so god made 
the expanse and separated the water under the expanse 
from the water above it. and it was so. 8 god called the 
expanse "sky." and there was evening, and there was 
morning—the second day. 9 and god said, "Let the 
water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let 
dry ground appear." and it was so. 10 god called the dry 
ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." 
and god saw that it was good. 11 Then god said, "Let the 
land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees 
on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to 
their various kinds." and it was so. 12 The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds 
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their 
kinds. and god saw that it was good. 13 and there was 
evening, and there was morning—the third day. 14 and 
god said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky 
to separate the day from the night, and let them serve 
as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15 and 
let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light 
on the earth." and it was so. 16 god made two great 
lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser 
light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 god 
set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the 
earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate 
light from darkness. and god saw that it was good. 19 
and there was evening, and there was morning—the 
fourth day. 20 and god said, "Let the water teem with 
living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across 
the expanse of the sky." 21 so god created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing 
with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and 

every winged bird according to its kind. and god saw 
that it was good. 22 god blessed them and said, "Be 
fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the 
seas, and let the birds increase on the earth." 23 and 
there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 
24 and god said, "Let the land produce living creatures 
according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move 
along the ground, and wild animals, each according to 
its kind." and it was so. 25 god made the wild animals 
according to their kinds, the livestock according to their 
kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground 
according to their kinds. and god saw that it was good. 
26 Then god said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 
likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and 
the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 
and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 

27 so god created man in his own image, in the image of 
god he created him; male and female he created them.
 Ecclesiastes 5:18-19. 18 Then i realized that it is good 

and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find 
satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during 
the few days of life god has given him—for this is his 
lot. 19 moreover, when god gives any man wealth and 
possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept 
his lot and be happy in his work—this is a gift of god.
 Colossians 3:17. and whatever you do, whether in word 

or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to god the Father through him.
 Colossians 3:23-24. 23Whatever you do, work at it

with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
men, 24since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. it is the Lord 
Christ you are serving.
 Proverbs 6:9-11. 9 How long will you lie there, you 

sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? 10 a little 
sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest- 
11 and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity 
like an armed man. 

The GifT of WoRk (CONT.)
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